]

_FACTFINDER

GODS AND GODDESSES

he Anc1ent Greeks beheved in many: dlfferent gods,_fand ;

- ATHF.NE (a—thee-nee)

goddesses also known 4s Immortals, each one concerned. with Athene was born from the.
partlcular aspects of hfe or deal:h They thought of them as s1rn1lar

sometlmes unable tor keep the
{ winds' under control

: APHRODITE (aff-ro-die-tee) .
Aphrodlte the daughtef of Uranus
and wife of Hephaestos, was the
goddess of love and beauty. She was
born in the sea and rode to shore on

a shell, Charming but

vain, she had
many
% admirers

because

of her -
_-great beauty. .

héad of Zeus after he
" ‘swallowed the Titaness . |
Metis. in the f form of a

g g'odjof war. He
had a violent -
temper and was-
always picking
fights. He was
young, strong and Y smeter was the goddess of -
“-handsome, and .. 5§ ° ¢ earth, plants and ‘
-an expert but ‘ . X sts She was helped
Iealous lover. BN
He once had to stand trial for

~ ARTEMIS (are-tem—lss)
";Artemls was the -moon goddess as
" huntress. She never mamed was

odite's lover, Ares:
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himself-by falling in love with the
mortal (human) Psyche, when he
= was acc1dentally grazed with his

‘¢ own drrow. The problem was solved

HEBE (hee-bee) _

Hebe was the daughter of Zeus
and Hera, and cup-beater to the
gods. She was thought to have
married the Greek hero Heracles
after he was made a god. B

HEPHAESTOS (heff-eyestoss)
Hephaestos, the patron of crafismen,
was hard-working and
kind, but life was unkind
to him. As a child he was
crippled after being
thrown from Olympus
by his bad-tempered
m, mother, Hera,
| Aphrodite was
forced to marry

=" him against her
-will and he suffered
from her constant_irifidelities..

HERA (hear-a)
Hera was the daughter of
Cronos and Rhea, and
sister and wife of
.:Zeus. As the . -
: protector of 3 women and

. musxcal pxpes to_play on.

giveness by mventmg the lyre
and giving it to him, To keep him
out of trouble, “Zeus made him

messenger to the gods, and patron

. of_ voyagers and thieves. He wore a

wmged hat and carried a staff

;.o Very popular as
she protected
= people’s

" homes. Every
fam:ly had a shrine
dedicated to her.
Hestia was quiet and gentle and
did not get involved in the jealous
quarrels that blew up on Mount
Olympus. She eventually gave up
her place on Olympus to Dionysus.

PAN (pan)

Pan, son of Hermes, was god of
nature, shepherds and sheep. He fell
in love with a nymph (a type of
lesser goddess) called Syrinx, but

~ she escaped by turning into a bed

of reeds. Pan used them to make

o PE%EPHONE (per—seff—on-nee)
2 Persephone daughte :
Demeter, helped her mother with*
T growing things'; and harvests. She -
vas kidnapped by Pluto to- ‘be

f Zeus and

nﬁ qf the Underworld but _he

Lo married to his sister, Hera. He had -
“" one son and two daughters by her
- Ares, Eris and Hebe. But his -
jrelatlonshlp with Hera was very'
"iexploswe He had many love affairs.

Poseidon was the brdther' of -]Zeué '
and Hera, and ng of the’ Oceans.
-, He lived in an
underwater
palace rode 2 gold -

i Storms, sea monsters
A and earthquakes. His
1 symbols were a
trident, dolphins and
horses.

4 URANUS (you-rain-us)

# Uranus was the sky. He
and Mother Earth created all living
things, including some monstrous
children. Heartless and cruel, he

imprisoned some of his children and

Mother Earth turned against him,

ZEUS (zyooss) N
Zeus, the ruler of the gods, was <.
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