Barriere Secondary

Course Outline

Subject:  Comparative Civilizations 12

Teacher:  Mr. Gino Covaceuszach

The Comparative Civilizations 12 course provides students with an understanding as well as an appreciation of our social history. The course also gives students an up to date view of current world events, including the history that led up to them and their possible consequences. Group discussions, creative activities, visual presentations and formal lectures all play an important role within the course and help shape students understanding about the world around them. 


The Comparative Civilizations course aims to provide you with a range of experiences and skills that will increase your understanding and sensitivity to a variety of cultures. The Comparative Civilizations 12 curriculum will foster your awareness of various civilizations throughout the world and their contributions to the sum of human experience. It is my hope that you will develop an appreciation for diversity within and among cultures, including your own.

As outlined by the BC Ministry of Education, Comparative Civilizations 12 has Prescribed Learning Outcomes (PLOs) that must be successfully met in order to pass this course. The PLOs are divided into four main areas: Research and Presentation Skills, Foundations of Civilizations, Culture and Art and Culture and Values. A more detailed breakdown of the PLOs is attached to the course outline along with sample activities that we may do as we journey through the Comparative Civilizations course this semester.

At the senior level, students are encouraged and expected to develop critical thinking skills. With this in mind, Comparative Civilizations 12 will examine some of the civilizations listed below. For the purpose of this course, students will study Units 1-4 and select one additional unit. This will allow for an in-depth study of each civilization and result in a more comprehensive understanding of the material. 

Unit 1:  Early People

Unit 2:  Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt

Unit 3:  Ancient Greece
Unit 4:  Ancient Rome

Students will have a choice in examining one or more of the following:


Unit:  Islamic Civilization
Unit:  Feudal Japan/China (Major Dynasties) 
Unit:  Europe- High Middle Ages/Renaissance (If time permits)


CURRICULUM ORGANIZERS AND GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

· the inter-relationships between art, culture, and civilization

· the organizing structures of civilizations (including but not limited to government, law, social

  
class, economy, religion and belief, gender, etc.)

· the key similarities and differences between civilizations, their organizing structures, their art, and


their values.

COURSE CONTENT:

- Early People - Ancient Egypt - Ancient Greece - Ancient Rome - Islamic Civilization -Feudal                Japan/China- Middle Ages

RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Walker, Robert J. World Civilizations: A Comparative Study. Toronto: Oxford, 1998.

Newman, Garfield & DeGeer, Christine. Odyssey Through The Ages. Toronto: McGraw Hill, 1992.

STUDENT LEARNING – ACTIVITIES AND STRATEGIES:

- role-play and drama - journals - questions sets - tests / quizzes - presentations

- discussions / debates - projects - group work - research - lectures and notes

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION:

The following assessment strategies will be used:

· formative assessment - (drama, journals, presentations, question sets, debates, notes etc.) 
 70%

· summative assessment -  (tests,  major projects)




 30%

· criterion referenced evaluation - (six-point scale, etc.)

MARKS ASSIGNMENT:

Term 1 – 40% 

Term 2 – 45% 

 Final Exam/Project – 15%

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

· Students must submit all necessary assignments and tests in order to complete the course


successfully.

· It is expected that students will treat their peers, the teacher, themselves and the school with 
respect and courtesy. 

· Arrive to class on time and only leave when the teacher dismisses you, otherwise ask permission 
to leave the classroom.

· Raise your hand to be acknowledged, don’t yell out answers – this is part of showing respect.

· Bring all necessary materials to class, don’t waste time looking for these materials or asking to go 
to your locker to get them.  Students are also responsible for their pencil crayons, rulers, white-out 
etc…

· After an absence, please present please collect homework from the class web page. All work 

missed because of absence must be made up. This is the responsibility of the student.

·  If you miss a test or presentation, you must make it up the first class you return. No excuses.

· Any work not handed in on time will require the student to stay in at lunch to complete.  If 

additional time is required the student will be asked to report to Academic Intervention. Students 

have two weeks from the assigned date to complete the assigned homework.

· 
All project work, daily assignments/projects, and essays must include: 


a) name 
     
b) date

c) title

d) block

· All assignments need to be done in blue or black ink or typed 12 font.

· 
When answering questions you must restate the question as part of the answer. 

· 
Plagiarism – is using the work of others as if it were your own without giving credit to the author.    Students who are found plagiarizing will be reported to administration and will be asked to redo the assignment according to the established criteria. Plagiarism is not tolerated

·  Students should use the washroom outside class time, except for emergencies.  No one can leave              the class without permission.  Permission will not be granted during the first and last fifteen minutes of class.

